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“A comprehensive, well-informed and intelligent 
discussion of the contemporary theoretical and 
philosophical debates in human rights. This textbook 
will appeal to novices and experts alike.” 
Richard A. Wilson, University of Connecticut

“When Polity published Human Rights in 2002, it filled 
a void. Finally, there was a book that introduced the 
concept with all its complexities but in a clear style. 
Now, nearly a decade later, we have more books on 
human rights, but none to replace Freeman’s. The 
second edition, still maintaining the original structure 
and broad scope, points to the elements of progress 
amidst ever increasing human rights violations, albeit 
in a rapidly changing world.” 
Zehra F. Kabasakal Arat,  
Purchase College, State University of New York

In this unique interdisciplinary textbook, Michael Freeman emphasizes the complex ways in which the 
experiences of the victims of human rights violations are related to legal, philosophical and social-
scientific approaches to human rights. 

This substantially revised new edition takes account of recent events such as the “war on terror” and 
the global economic crisis of 2008.
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